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• What is the What Works Clearinghouse?

• WWC Standards and Procedures

• Types of WWC Products

• WWC Website and Resources
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What is the What Works Clearinghouse?



What is the WWC?
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WWC History
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How we screen studies
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Example
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Improved reading scores by 30 points!
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WWC Handbook
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Screening questions
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Process for reviewing a study
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Attrition
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Baseline equivalence 
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Process for reviewing a study
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Study ratings
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Example of study findings
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Effectiveness 

rating

Evidence 

tier
Criteria

Strong 

evidence

Positive effects, with no overriding negative effects, from well-designed, well-executed experimental 

research conducted in multiple sites and with a sufficiently large sample.

Moderate 

evidence

Positive effects, with no overriding negative effects, from well-designed and well-executed quasi-

experimental research conducted in multiple sites and with a sufficiently large sample, OR, for 

intervention reports only, positive effects, with no overriding negative effects, from well-designed and 

well-executed experimental research conducted in multiple sites.

Promising 

evidence

Positive effects, with no overriding negative effects, from well-designed and well-executed experimental 

or quasi-experimental research conducted in a single site or lacking a sufficiently large sample.

Uncertain 

effects

• The fixed-effects meta-analysis of main study findings (or the single main finding) in the outcome 

domain is not statistically significant, or the statistical significance is unknown or cannot be 

calculated; OR 

• The study has no main finding but at least one supplemental finding meets WWC standards. 

Negative 

effects

The fixed-effects meta-analysis of main study findings (or single main finding) in the outcome domain is 

statistically significant and negative.

Evidence Tiers
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Types of WWC Products
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Reviews of Individual Studies

Practice Guides

Intervention Reports



WWC Website
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• Whatworks.ed.gov 



Questions?

19



20

Additional questions? 

Contact us at the WWC Help Desk:
Contact.WWC@ed.gov

Contact me: 
Erin.Pollard@ed.gov


